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 Hypoallergenic Pet Myths 
 
Many breeders now claim to have 
“hypoallergenic pets” (cat, dog, etc). 
Unfortunately, there is no such thing as 
a hypoallergenic pet.  
 
Allergens from pets such as a cat or dog 
include not only allergens present on its 
skin, but also potentially in its saliva. 
Allergy is not associated necessarily with 
the “hair” itself; an allergy to animal 
dander is related to shedding, but more so 
the skin (similar to dandruff in humans). 
Sometimes hairless animals can be the 
worst offenders for allergy since there is 
direct contact with the allergen secreted 
from the skin. 
 
Amount of allergen present varies animal to animal, but there is not a consistency in 
amount of allergen related to breed. Therefore, it is not possible to have a guaranteed 
hypoallergenic pet. 
 

 


